
1

Alpine Space Programme 2007-2013

An example of transnational 
cooperation and projects

Lorraine Brindel - JTS

CIRCLE - Vienna - 10th September 2009

What is ETC ?
European Territorial Cooperation 

• Cooperation between MS based on 
geographical features: borders, sea basins, 
periphery, mountains etc

• Structural Funds support activities decreasing 
the negative impacts of borders or enhancing 
cooperation and integration among partners who  
share a “common space”

• Programme period: 2007-2013
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Transnational cooperation

What are the main focus of the 13 transnational 
programmes ?
• Innovation, RTD, enterprises
• Environment : water management,

environmental protection and risk prevention, 
climate change

• Improved accessibility, transport, information
and communication networks

• Sustainable urban development

Transnational cooperation

Supports what kind of projects ?
• Cooperation projects with international & cross-

sectoral partnership
• Answer the needs of the cooperation area
• Applicable topics – finding solutions, tools, 

models, procedures, applied research
• Networking, plans and studies acceptable only if 

they prepare for concrete projects
• Budget around 3 M€, 3 years, 8/15 partners
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Transnational cooperation areas

The Alpine Space Programme 
cooperation area

+ 7 Partner States:  
A, CH, D, F, FL, I, SI

+ 5 Member States, 
2 Non-EU Member States 

+ 34 (NUTS II) regions

+ 450.000km 2

+ 70 million inhabitants
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Alpine Space Programme in figures

…the budget available:

Calls for projects

Approved Projects

Project Partners

25

76 %

130

1/year

Project duration 

Project budget

316

3Years

3Mio. €

Budget in Mio. €

Co-funding-rate

Thematic fields of cooperation

• The Alpine Space Programme 2007 - 2013 identifies 
three thematic fields of cooperation called “priorities”:
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Competitiveness and Attractiveness

The objectives
• To reduce existing disparities and to enhance a 

balanced territorial development to make the Alpine 
Space an attractive place to live, work and invest; 

• To increase growth and competitiveness, strengthen 
innovation capabilities and attract highly qualified 
workforce in all key branches;

Accessibility and Connectivity

The objectives
• To improve the accessibility of the Alpine Space and 

manage the economical and environmental 
consequences of transport systems;

• To improve accessibility through services and 
connectivity within the Alpine Space;



6

Environment and Risk Prevention

The objectives
• Protect, manage and enhance the natural and 

cultural assets for sustainable development;

• Prevent and mitigate natural and technological 
hazards and manage their consequences, with 
specific regard to climate change impacts;

Space concerned
+ The specificity of the Alps – its fragility towards climate change
+ The need to adapt to the current trends 
+ The need to mitigate, reduce the scale of cc 

Actors concerned and involved
+ Complex actions : multitude of sectors, actors, decision processes 
+ Current policy emphasis not equal on all levels (local, regional, national, 

transnational), nor on policy field (regional planning, flood management, 
tourism, health)

>> Need for cooperation, transnational response or strategies with territorial 
impact

>> AS has the potential, the means & tools and the actors to be a model on cc 
issues

Climate change an Alpine challenge

The Alps, one of the most affected regions
IPCC – Fourth report
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Transnational activities and projects

Approved projects

7 projects focusing on cc:
+ ADAPTALP – Adaptation to Climate Change 

+ CLISP – Climate Change adaptation by Spatial Planning 

+ CLIMALPTOUR – Climate Change and its impact on tourism

+ PERMANET – Permafrost Long-term Monitoring Network

+ ALPWATERSCARCE – Water Management Strategies against water scarcity

+ MANFRED – Management strategies to adapt Alpine Space forests to cc risks (FP7 
MOTIVE)

+ ALPFFIRS – Alpine Forest Warning system

Other projects with chapter/section on CC:
+ SHARE – Sustainable hydropower in Alpine Rivers ecosystems

+ SILMAS – Alpine lake management

Benefits of transnational projects

• Extending knowledge, expertise and know-how from the 
other partners, capitalising competences

• Enlarged networks - favors innovation and creative 
thinking

• Mixed partnership for territorial impacts - joining actors 
of different levels and fields: research, administrations, 
development agencies, experts, stakeholders

• Assists in spreading best practice and developing 
transferable models

• Reduces development costs
• High source of co-funding



8

The approved Alpine projects
INTERREG IIIB 
results publication:www.alpine-space.eu

Where to find information?What´s coming up?

+  Call 3 in 2010 

+  National info-days

Thank you for your attention!

+ Climate Change and
Energy workshop
in spring 2010

+ On all the ETC programmes:

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/

cooperation/

www.alpine-space.eu


