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� European Research Area (ERA)

� ERA-Net [work]

� ERA challenge

� Adaptation challenge

� CIRCLE-2 (or the tale of two challenges):

� Questions

� Outlook

� Work plan

� Consortium

� Features

� Coordination dimensions

� Status and next steps
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� Creation of a unified area able to define 

the European path to excellence in research. 

� Major driver of European competitiveness 

in a globalised world. 

� Open circulation of knowledge across 

national borders.

� Share, teach and use knowledge effectively 

for social, business and policy purposes.
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Effective knowledge-sharing

Excellent research institutions

World-class research infrastructures

Well-coordinated research programmes and priorities

A wide opening of the ERA to the world

An adequate flow of competent researchers

First endorsed at the 2000 Lisbon 
European Council it features…

…as formulated in the 2007 “Green Paper”
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Promotion of common principles across the ERA

Reciprocal opening of national/regional programmes 

Joint identification of major societal challenges t hat are beyond 
national capacity

Drivers

To optimise research programmes and priorities

To increase the efficiency and impact of public res earch funding

Goals

The ERA-Net scheme started in 2003
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Social and environmental… 

…challenges deal with the causes and consequences
of issues such as climate change , food and energy 
security and the ageing society. 

3 categories of challenges (though with considerable overlap):

Economic… Science and technology…
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Adaptation is a challenge at the European level…

… and National level
“Some Member States are well advanced in their thinking on adaptation 
and already have policies in place, while others are still at the phase of 
identifying the problems or debating the direction that action should take.” 

(EC White Paper on Adaptation)
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“It is important that robust studies of 
adaptation cost are, in future, based 
upon case studies that cover a wide 
range of places and sectors , and 
support top-down analyses…”

“Information is scarce about the 
scale of future potential impacts, and 
is even more scant for the costs of 
avoiding them by adaptation…”

It is also a knowledge challenge…
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… and so it makes a very good case as to be one of t he 

Grand Challenges tackled by the ERA!

Experience shows we are facing a tale of two challenges :

(1) To develop the ERA concept,

(2) while addressing Europe’s climate adaptation needs

Yesterday we heard about that experience (CIRCLE-1)

Now lets take an (out)-look into the future (CIRCLE-2)
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How can an ERA-
Net support such a 

complex field as 
climate adaptation?

How to keep all 
partners active in a 
large consortium?

How to fund 
transnational 
research that 
has national 
relevance?

How to combine so 
many (national) views in 

one agenda?
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ERA and adaptation policy: 
Different worlds?
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The challenge:

Creation of a 2nd generation ERA-Net on climate change impacts 
and response research

Chosen approach: 

Science meets Policy

Rationale:

Support European policy needs on adaptation knowledge by 
implementing (at least) two of the main ERA features:

Effective knowledge-sharing

Well-coordinated research programmes and priorities
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Proposal under negotiationProposal under negotiation
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WP2 DESIGN
Lessons learnt

Explore synergies
Coordinate agenda
Design cooperation

WP4 SHARE
Engage stakeholders

Share knowledge 
Science-policy interface

Facilitate knowledge transfer

WP3 FUND
Strategic collaboration
Geo-topical approach

Joint initiatives
Joint research funding
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Operational Work Packages
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Proposal under negotiationProposal under negotiation

DESIGN research agenda

ERA aim: potential backbone of a future European joint research
programme on climate adaptation (priorities! filling in gaps!)

FUND transnational research 

ERA aim: funding platform to pull resource into the programme and
tailor them into joint initiatives, including joint calls for projects

SHARE knowledge 

ERA aim: engage interested stakeholders (science & policy) to
communicate/transfer knowledge (taking it to the users!)

CIRCLE
Experience

Markus’s 
presentation

Rob�s 
presentation
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Proposal under negotiationProposal under negotiation

24 
countries

34 science 
funding & 
managing 

organisations

3 
regions

Over 25 
programmes

Portuguese 
coordination

Enhanced 
geographi
c coverage
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Flexible “Variable Geometry”

� Current C-1 geo-topical groups to be further supported

� New groups to be implemented (e.g. small islands? SPI?)

� Interaction “within” and “across” groups fostered

Using yesterday's “bird” metaphor…

Nordic

Mediterranean

New group:
Geo?

Sector ?
Topic ?
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C-2 Adaptation Workshop Series

Objective: 2 workshops per year 

Content: topics “in the pipeline””

� Multilevel governance, policy integration and coherence

� Adaptation & mitigation: synergies and trade-offs

� Uncertainties: how to manage and communicate?

� Climate service centres: information “tailors”?

� Impacts, vulnerability & adaptation: indicators & guidelines

� National Adaptation Strategies: status and good practices

� C-1 and C-2 funded projects results

ADVISORY BOARD
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C-2 Adaptation Web-Portal

Objective: communication tool with embedded database on national 

& regional programmes/projects on adaptation research

Content: new concept under development (inputs welcome!)

Special features: “links” with external activities (e.g. EC Clearing 

House, ERA-Nets, NETWATCH, national portals) will be facilitated

Central tool to support all other C-2 features
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main axis of action
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Partner effort
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STATUS

Proposal under negotiation until end of 2009

NEXT STEPS

� Work and activities connecting C-1 and CIRCLE-2 

e.g. Med-call seminar November; MOUNTAIN joint call launch

� Negotiation concluded

Successful signing of the CIRCLE-2 grant agreement
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Thanks!

Comments and suggestions:

tcapela@siam.fc.ul.pt


