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CIRCLE ERA-Net 2005-2009
Main achievements and impacts 

CIRCLE Final and Outlook conference
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guiding questions

� Why has CIRCLE been necessary?
� How was CIRCLE set up?
� Which were the key challenges we  

faced?
� What did we achieve between 

2004/05 and now?
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71 % gain of efficiency
if bird flu doesn’t interrupt us

Why has CIRCLE been necessary?

Fly unorganised and waste resources Get aligned and save resources
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If you fly alone, you have quite 
different views…

1898

2002

The Austrian Bird

Moraine slide, Zollikofen
Hans Rudolf Keusen, Geotest AG

Flooding.
www.spar.at
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Artificial snow making, Mönichkirchen.
Martin König, Umweltbundesamt
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If you fly alone, you have quite 
different views…

The Dutch Bird
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If you fly alone, you have quite 
different views…

The Israeli Bird
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But you get a broader picture, if you…

� …foster a mutual learning 
process for CCIAV 
funders/managers across 
Europe

� …get a much better 
understanding for what is 
important to whom in terms of 
CCIAV and esp. adaptation

� …implement a structure to 
group “birds with a common 
view” and launch pertinent joint 
calls (as done for Nordic, 
Mediterranean and Mountain 
groups)

� more about CIRCLE joint calls 
and projects in the afternoon!

MED

CEES

Mountains

Developing Countries

Atlantic/Coastal

Nordic
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The CIRCLE GROUP concept

� CIRCLE has set up groups related to geo-climatic areas 
and/or to socio-economic circumstances (GROUP 
Concept).

– These groups consist of several national programmes jointly 
addressing issues;

– Implementation of such groups may be the origin of future 
transnational programmes that are strongly complementary 
to both, the EC Framework Programme and to national 
programmes;

– The geo-climatic groups will adapt the work of CIRCLE (e.g. 
modes of collaboration, evaluation procedures, modes for 
mutual opening of infrastructure) to their specific geo-
climate or socio-economic related needs. 
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How CIRCLE has been set up -1

� CIRCLE’s 
partnership:
– From seven partner 

countries in CIRCLE 
SSA in 2004 to

– 34 partner and 
observer organisations 
from 24 countries in 
CIRCLE CA in 2009

– Some more countries 
have joined for 
CIR²CLE
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How CIRCLE has been set up -2

WP 2 CONTINUE: long-term vision beyond 2009, policy watch, ERA-Net plus, Art. 169

WP 3 GROUP: groups take sets of CC impacts into account

WP 4 SPREAD: detection of target groups and dissemination via various media

WP I
LEARN

Information

base

IT

WP II
PLAN

Strategic

foci

HU

WP IV
FULFIL

Transnational

activities/calls

FI/A

WP III
CONNECT

Joint

activities

D

A

NL

SE/F

WP 1 LEAD: PM, administrative reporting, Organisation, Extension of partnership A
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European Commission

Advisory Board
Policy Branch

Science Branch
Executive Board

consisting of

Coordinator
supported by
Secretariat

WorkPackage 
leaders

Management-
WorkPackage

(“LEAD”)

WorkPackages

…Task TaskTaskTask

Contractors
Committee
containing all

consortium members
In case of need:

Programme Owners
Committee

In case of need:
Certain task

leaders

How CIRCLE has been set up -3
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CIRCLE – facing transnational 
challenges

� Partnership of purely national (non-research) institutions 
has constraints and limits when it comes to European 
projects

1. National obligations have clear priority (namely with regard 
to human resources)

2. Every country follows its own thematic and/or political 
agenda (can be to the good, if it fits with CIRCLE goals; 
can be problematic, if contradicting)

3. Some partner countries highly support the classical ERA-
Net approach of jointly financing research projects; some 
partner countries regard this less important and rather like 
to build a CCIAV knowledge bazaar

� That means that we had to find a common way to proceed for 
CIR²CLE 

� Reaching consensus is time-consuming
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CIRCLE – potential for improvements -1

� As a consequence of these challenges, the potential 
improvements are:

– More steady human resources from each partner 
institution

– A consistent knowledge of the projects work plan across 
ALL consortium members (also for newcomers!)

– No solo-interpretation of project-related work without 
accordance with CO and the acceptance of all partners

– A better understanding of EU project administration to 
relieve the CO
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CIRCLE – potential for improvements -2

� CIRCLE has a potential to enhance:
– the dissemination of project results
– the involvement of a much wider audience of 

stakeholders
– the involvement of more research policy 

decision makers
– the involvement of researchers in its 

activities
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CIRCLE – things that were not 
delivered, although expected

� A CIRCLE joint call across Europe without geographic specifics
(not to mention the true common pot option)

� A CIRCLE CCIAV research agenda that is accepted by ALL 
partners

research agenda / joint calls
Different sets of
climate impacts

across EU

Different administrative
settings of CCIAV

programmes across EU

Different
geopolitical

interests

Different importance of
economic sectors
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Sidestep:
Adaptation in the light of subsidiarity

� Significant difficulty to reach consensus on 
adaptation research priorities

� Not doable at all? Too much geographic 
background on the ground?

� If not tackled by an ERA-Net, what else could 
succeed?

� Don’t we have to become much more sub-
national to succeed for CCIAV coordination?

� CIRCLE has found a unique platform for 
mutual adaptation cooperation
(cf. Budapest NAS workshop)



9

<Martin König & Markus Leitner> <17><September 9th 2009>

Final & Outlook Conference Vienna, 9-10 September 2 009

Fundamental
interdisciplinary

Applied
Top-down
transdisciplinary

National level pan-European leveltransnational level

Applied
Bottom-up
transdisciplinary

EU FP7

Sidestep:
Acting programmes and CIRCLE

CIRCLE’s
national and

regional
partner

programmes

crossborder level CIRCLE GROUP level

ETC INTERREG IV
a b c

CIRCLE / CIR²CLE
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Sidestep:
Adaptation in the light of subsidiarity

to further on succeed, we have to:
� Stand together as ONE project (and not 

to fall apart in several GROUPs or in 
“FUND” and “SHARE” activities)

� Become more bottom-up, since most 
adaptation takes place “on the ground” 
(except legislation, spatial planning and 
legal frameworks for finance/insurance 
sector)
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CIRCLE in transition:
from impact to adaptation research

2004 2009

Climate impact research Climate adaptation research

Science driven Policy driven

Climate issues entering almost every area of society

�  New questions in climate research and arising 
challenges in respective funding: 

ways to respond to societal / policy developments 
and needs
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

� successful implementation and growing network…

CIRCLE 2004         CIRCLE 2005 CIRCLE 2009
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

Strategic Alignment of 
Research Agendas 

GROUP 
Approach

Internal 
CIRCLE 

Discussion

WS on Decision 
Support Systems

WS on Cost-
Benefit Analysis
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

Extended 
Country Report
+ many special

reports

Support of the 
PEER study

Knowledge and 
Information Support 

Support of the 
study CC and 
Switzerland 

2050
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

Exchange and 
Networking Plattform 

Budapest NAS 
WS , June 2009

Final and Outlook 
Conference, Sept. 

2009

Science/Policy 
interactions

Utrecht WS, Sept. 
2009
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

Research Funding Coordination 

Joint calls

Nordic call 
projects

MED Call 
projects

Mountain call 
launch

• Joint calls 
involved of 14 
different funding 
organisations 
pulling together 
around 4.7 
Million EURO of 
national 
contribution
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE MED
Integrated Coastal Zones and Water Management

� Funded projects:
� ACIDBIV;
� AQUIMED;
� CANTICO;
� CLIMWAT;
� INTERMED;
� MEDCODYN;
� CLIMBIOMEDNET;
� WATERKNOW

Further details:
www.circle-med.net
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE NORDIC
Consequences of climate change for policy 

making in the Nordic countries

Funded projects:

� Climate change: A Regional Assessment of Vulnerability and 
Adaptive capacity for the Nordic countries (CARAVAN)

� Climate Change adaptation in Norway, Sweden and Fin land -
Do research, policy and practice meet? (CARePol)

� Climate change, community response and multilevel 
governance (Community Response)
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE MOUNTAIN
Climate change impacts and response options in 

mountainous areas (France, Greece, Hungary, Spain, Sweden and Austria)

The following general topics are stated:

� Consequences of Climate Change impacts (natural and 
anthropogenic) on mountainous areas;

� Climate Change response strategies and adaptation policies for 
mountainous areas;

� Trade-offs and synergies between Climate Change adaptation 
and mitigation policies and their relevance for national, 
transnational and European strategies; etc.

The CIRCLE MOUNTAIN call will be open from Septembe r 22nd 2009 to 
January 29 th 2010. The total available budget for the call is 2. 1 Mio. €.
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Networking in CIRCLE - Clustering activities
� Goal:

� Added value in answering climate adaptation questions 
by networking within CIRCLE

� Added value on national levels as well as the 
European level

� How:

� Clustering events
� Topical or regional focus
� based on already existing activities, utilization of 

knowledge from already existing funding measures
� CIRCLE data base

Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE common toolkit:
� CIRCLE homepage

(incl. online submission and review tool)

� CIRCLE periodic newsletter
with 2000 registered subscribers

� CIRCLE database with information on programme and 
project level

CIRCLE call management toolkit:
� CIRCLE call management framework
� CIRCLE common project evaluation and selection system
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE Web Statistics:
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE event participation:

� Diverse ERA-Net Meetings, 2005 - 2009
� World Water Week, Stockholm, 2008
� Online Climate Conference, 2008 and upcoming 2009
� ERA-Net Learning Platform Meetings, 2008 and 2009
� Climate Teach in Day, 2009
� WCC-3, Geneva, 2009
� Diverse workshops and Meetings

(EPA, EIONET, DEKLIM…)
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE press outreach:

� International Innovation I Climate Change

� European Union 18
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Key CIRCLE achievements 2005-2009

CIRCLE – Change Magazine Special
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And for 2010-2014? Anything left?

� Yes, a lot…
– A new and challenging task:

Mutual support for adaptation!

– More cooperation
• funding projects on the ground, more bottom-up coop eration
• Transnational ambitions (grand joint call?)
• Global cooperations (IPCC, UNFCCC)
• Cooperations with other projects (FP, INTERREG/ETC)

– And of course proceed the promising paths that CIRC LE 
has established and turn it into a highway

� tomorrow
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It will be a leap forwards…

…from

� CIRCLE (Climate Impact Research Coordination for a 
Larger Europe)
to

� CIRCLE 2 (Climate Impact Research and Response
Coordination for a Larger Europe)

Check CIRCLE’s reports at http://www.circle-era.net/results


