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Interest Group Climate & Adaptation 
within the European network of 

Environmental Protection Agencies (EPA) 
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Outline

-The EPA network in general
-The EPA IG Climate & adaptation

- Function & organization
- Objectives
- Achievements
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EPA network

Informal grouping 
bringing together 
the directors of 
EPAs and similar 
bodies across 
Europe, led by 
EEA
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EPA network (ii)

• Objectives of network 
• exchange views and 

experiences on issues of 
common interest 

• Inform Brussels

• Broad environmental interest
• Various Interest Groups (IG)
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EPA network (iii) Current interest groups

Biodiversity

Better regulations

Env. & health

GMO

Climate Change 
adaptation

Climate Change CCS

Natural resources & 
material flow

Soil Protection

Quality Assessment

International Cooperation 
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EPA IG Climate & Adaptation

- Organization:
- Established 2004, meets 2x a year
- about 20 EPAs active, including regions

- Objectives
- Exchange
- Support
- Knowledge : 

- Presentations 
- Initiate projects: PBL/IVM assessment

- Establish links (PEER, ENCA, CIRCLE)
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EPA IG Achievements: Info Exchange (i) the NL

“The climate is changing and we 
have to make our country climate-
resilient. Not only the government, 
but jointly with science ad society”

Jan-Peter Balkenende, 
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EPA IG Achievements: Info Exchange (i) the NL

Research Programmes

•Habiforum 2004-2009
•Innovative building, spatial planning 
•Leven met Water 2003-2009
•Climate and Space (2004-2009)
•Knowledge for Climate (2008-2013)
•PBLstudy “options on long term 
spatial strategies for climate-proofing 
of the Netherlands” (2008-2010)
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EPA IG Achievements: Info Exchange (ii) the NL
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EPA IG Achievements: EU support

- 3 position papers to support Green and White paper process
- 3rd position paper as a response to EU White Paper

- Call for coherent reporting framework, e.g.
- Avoid duplication (link to existing reporting & 
networks  

- Various challenges for follow-up process, e.g.
- Appropriate monitoring & reporting
- Stimulate cross-sectoral linkages
- Sufficient financing
- More network between MS & regions, link to domain of 
European sustainability, urban areas

-
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EPA IG Achievements: Knowledge development

- PBL/IVM study on adaptation 
policy and procedures in 
Central European & Eastern 
Europe
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EPA IG Achievements: Knowledge development (ii)

Some messages PBL/IVM study
Adaptation Level: C & E Europe

4%

44%52%

Policy measure Policy recommendation Policy concern

Organisational

• Adaptation in early stage

• Min. Env. has often lead . Recognize that 
Min. of education can play greater role 

• Cooperation with regional & local 
government exist. But not always. 

•Are EU followers . Hope EU White paper 
will provide new impetus for action

• Look for better inclusion in European 
research projects (CIRCLE??)
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EPA IG Achievements: Knowledge development (iii)

Some messages PBL/IVM study

Contents

• Landscape , water , food most 
relevant

• mainstreaming is the main focus

•Top 3 constraints

•Knowledge and research

•Financial

•Institutional capacity
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EPA IG Achievements: Knowledge development (iv)

Other issues discussed at EPA IG, e.g.
- Costs & benefits from adaptation
- Regional climate information, incl. scenarios
- Progress & outcome of relevant EU projects (e.g. CIRCLE)
- Adaptation indicators

  Process-based indicators  Outcome-based 
indicators 

 Development of adaptation 
policies  

(e.g. to facilitate species’ 
movement) 

 

  

  
 
> level of 
adaptive capacity  

  
Planned 

adaptation 
to climate 

change 
impacts  

  Delivery of adaptation 
measures  

(e.g. to establish ecological 
networks) 

 Adaptation actions (e.g. to 
improve habitat 

connectivity, increasing 
movement and reducing 

harm to vulnerable species) 
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