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Preliminary# conclusions
• Scenario users are in general satisfied with the data that can be provided, but 
express a need for more reliable (models comparing better with reality) and more 
detailed data with a higher spatial resolution
• In order to increase relevance in adaptation strategy planning, climate scenarios 
should be developed in concert with societal scenarios
• More communication is needed among scenario providers, scientists who apply 
scenario data in their work and  policymakers. There is a need for more guidance and 
follow-up from scenario providers to users and from research community to  end- 
users, especially on how to deal with the interpretation and communication of 
uncertainties. 
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Objectives:
Building on climate, impact and adaptation research, in 

dialogue with policy and practitioner representatives:

1. Assess the present use of regional climate scenarios in 
communication, decision-support and decision-making 
on climate change adaptation and mitigation to 
assess the flow of use of research results

2. Map the present status of national and Nordic adaptation 
studies 

3. Identify and analyze differences and best practices in the 
Nordic countries

4. Provide recommendations for future impacts and 
adaptation research relevant to decision making and 
practice

Methodology:
1. Three questionnaires conducted in Finland, Norway, and Sweden aimed at 

• Climate scenario producers

• Climate scenario users (scientist and expert community)

• Decision makers in governmental and regional level, who use both climate scenarios and other   
climate research information on impacts, adaptation and vulnerability

2. Compilation of a list of adaptation studies in the three countries. (not shown in this poster)

3. Adaptation policy in Finland, Sweden and Norway is assessed by using national adaptation strategies or 
policy documents as a background material. Assessment of adaptation policies is made between use of 
climate scenarios, vulnerable sectors and the exactness of adaptation measures. (not shown in this poster)

4. Synthesis, recommendations and identification of best practices in the three countries. (in progress)

Examples of studies on the information flow from the research community to the policymakers:
1. From questionnaire for climate scenario producers 2. From questionnaire for climate scenario users (scientific community) 3. From questionnaire for decision makers:

Have you received the information you wanted? 

Finland Norway Sweden Grand Total

No 11 5 3 19

Partly 3 2 1 6

Yes 12 7 9 28

Do you use climate scenarios in your work?
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*Contact: heikki.tuomenvirta@fmi.fi, tel +358 50 5746824

• Somewhat different needs of sectorial research were 
expressed by decision-makers in the three countries. Energy 
sector was considered highly relevant in all three countries.   

• IPCC reports, seminars and the expert authorities are the 
most important sources of information for decision makers.

• No major differences were found between countries in how 
sectoral vulnerability is assessed

CARePol is one of the C!RCLE Nordic projects on ”Research on consequences of climate change for policy making in the Nordic countries“ and it will be finalized in 2009. 
#CARePol will deliver three reports on questionnaire results; web catalogue on adaptation research projects in Finland, Norway and Sweden; assessment of national 
adaptation strategies; and a final report including policy recommendations.
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